So                       THE  SPIRIT  OF  INDIA
hand, insists on a man marrying a woman of another caste,
while hypergamy makes it imperative that a woman must
take for her husband a man of superior caste to her own.
She may be allowed under certain circumstances to marry a
man who is only as good as herself, but this is not generally
encouraged. There are over 2,000 tribes and sub/castes in
India, each with its own system of tabus and marriage customs
The person who can master the details of such a situation is
worthy of canonisation. Some castes are tribal in their
constitution, but even they glory in subdivision.
The idea of exogamy arose from the fact that the Hindu
system has such powers of absorption.   There is no race and
no religion that it cannot make its own.   Thus when non/
Hindus are made Hindus the males of the absorbed race must
marry women of another caste.   The purpose is clear. By
this means the "foreign" blood is made to mix with the
established Hindu stream.   This was particularly the case
where the aborigines were concerned.   They were allowed to
become once/born Indians provided their men married Hindu
women.  The despair of trying to understand the restrictive
tangle of Hindu society lies in the fact that a caste may practise
endogamy with regard to other castes and exogamy within
itself.  This is especially true of tribal castes.   Some aboriginal
castes, for instance, recognise totemistic  divisions among
themselves.  Such divisions are called septs, each with its
own totem, and the men of one sept cannot marry a woman
unless she be of another sept.  Animals or trees are usually the
totemistic symbol of such aboriginal divisions.   That is why a
bean may be sacred to some Hindus and a dainty meal to
others.  In one district a junglecock can be but a creature
with wings and feathers; in another it may have the divinity
of an honoured shrine.  Many tabus are obviously nothing
more than common sense.  A dead dog to some casdets is
anathema.  It is so to modern heroes of public health. Wash/
ing before partaking of food has its sanctions in ordinary
hygienic practice, while the idea behind untouchability is